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tion to be left there by scouts as to direction taken by Spanish in case they
have left Santiago de Cuba.

The Yale had been ordered to cruise in Bahama Channel until May 24th.
It is thought possible that the Spanish, hearing of your departure from Cienfuegos,
may attempt to go there.

If this word does not reach you before daylight it is suggested to mask
your real direction as much as possible. Follow the Spanish squadron, which-
ever direction they take.

W. T. SAMPSON,

Rear Admiral, U. S. N., Commander-in-Chief U. S. Naval Force onN. A. Station-
The Commodore, Flying Squadron.

Written in ink on the margin was the following in an un-
known hand:

Our experience has been that ships can be traced by their smoke from
twenty to thirty miles, and it is suggested in case you leave in the daytime,
to stand a good distance to the westward before turning southward.

One who reads these despatches impartially to-day can not
but he impressed by them as uncertain in tone and undecided
in information. With no knowledge whatever that a system of
signals had been agreed upon until May 24th; with orders prac-
tically requiring the commander of the Flying Squadron to be
satisfied before sailing that the Spanish squadron were not at
Cienfuegos; with what appeared to be more recent intelligence
of the movements of the Spanish squadron from the Adula's
information from Jamaica; with the significant detention of
that vessel in Cienfuegos after being permitted to enter; with
the implied doubt of the " probable" presence of the Spanish
squadron at Santiago, it is quite evident that the Flying Squad-
ron would not have been justified in leaving Cienfuegos any
sooner than it did. It is even more certain that it would have
been a military mistake in view of what was unknown of Cer-
vera's actual whereabouts at that time!

What was learned afterwards definitely, and only through
the operations of the Flying Squadron itself, has been made
use of to censure its commander, when it ought to have been
held, in any consideration of the equity of the question, that
this knowledge acquired after the fact could not be used or
justly applied to a situation unknown at the time to the
commander.nneapolis have been telegraphed to scout off Santiago,
